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A Funeral Plan

For                      
 

To my loved ones:

As a Christian and an Episcopalian, I firmly believe in an afterlife. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, I believe that when the day of my death comes, my truest self will be at home with him in joy and peace. I know that you will grieve for me, but you do not need to worry about me. The body I leave behind is yours to mourn over and dispose of in a way that seems right to you, but I will not be there.
It is the teaching of the Church that members of the Church should be buried from the Church. I wish to be buried from the following church: 

In order the make that task easier, I include the following instructions:

The funeral home/burial service I prefer is: 

I have/have not already made arrangements and paid for them with that funeral home/burial service.

I wish my body to be embalmed/viewed by family/viewed at a public wake/immediately cremated/immediately buried.

I wish to be buried in 
 cemetery.

I wish my ashes to be buried in 
 scattered at sea/ scattered in another location 

_____________________________________________________________.

I wish to have a Rite I/ Rite II Burial Office from The Book of Common Prayer with/without Holy Eucharist.

If possible, I wish the officiant to be 
 
I wish my ashes/my body/nothing to be present at the church. (If a body or ashes are present, they will be covered with a white pall, as is the tradition of the Church.)
I wish the following modifications to the BCP service:

Of the lessons suggested by the BCP (or others from the Bible), please use the following:
(The traditional format is Old Testament, Psalm, New Testament, Psalm, Gospel. See pages 470-480 or pp. 494-5, including the directions in italics.)

 read by 
 

 read by 


 read by 


 read by 


 read by 

In addition to or in place of some of the Scripture readings, please use the following reading(s):

read by:

Please use the following hymns:

Please do not use any hymns.
Please have the following pieces of music:

Played/sung by 

Where there are choices about the prayers, please use the following:

If using Rite I:
p. 480, use/do not use the Apostles’ Creed
p. 481, use/do not use optional prayers (some or all of those with line next to them)
If using Rite II:

pp. 491-2, use first anthem (pp. 491-2)/second anthem (p.492)

p. 493, use first/second/third Collect
p. 494, use/do not use the prayer for those who mourn (‘Most merciful God, whose wisdom...)

p.496, use/do not use the Apostles’ Creed

p. 497, use/do not use optional prayers (one or both of those with line next to them)

p. 498, use first/second prayer at top of page

p. 500, use some/all/none of anthem 

Please add the following prayers:
I would like: 

a formal eulogy, written by___________________________, read by _____________________

a time for informal sharing of memories

a homily, preached by ______________________________________

Consistent with the tradition of the Episcopal Church, there will be simple flower arrangements near the altar. I would prefer the following florist, flowers, colors, design elements:

(Other flowers may be used at the reception.)
Instead of buying flowers, or if there are memorial gifts, please donate the money to charity/St. Mark’s/other:
I would like there to be a reception after the service.
I suggest the following location and arrangements:

Any comments, suggestions, or arrangements I have not included above:
Please contact the priest I have named as officiant as soon as possible after my death, before contacting the funeral home, if possible. He or she will be able to guide you through this process and will be of real support to you in this difficult time. I have left a copy of these instructions with him or her, and with the church from which I wish to be buried.

Even after this body has died, I will continue to love and pray for you.

Sincerely,






Date __________________________________
